
 
 

The Story of  
the   

Candy Cane 
 

During the Civil War a 
candy maker in Indiana 
wanted to make a candy 
that would encourage 
people at Christmas 
during this very trying 
period of our nation.  He 
decided to incorporate into 
the candy the story of 
Jesus’ birth. 
 
He began with a stick of 
pure white candy - white to 
symbolize the sinless 
nature of Christ’s birth.  
He formed it into the 
shepherd cane to remind 
people that Christ  had 
humble beginnings. 
 
Next he wove  streaks of 
red through the cane.  The 
small stripes represent the 
stripes that Jesus would 
receive on our behalf, the 
large stripe to remind the 
nation that our sins were 
already paid for by the gift 
of the son of God as a 
substitute in death for us. 
 
This may seem morbid to 
us today, but at a time 
when many were giving 
their sons to their country, 
this symbol became a great 
comfort and an immediate 
addition to every tree. 
 
The knowledge that God 
knows our feelings and is 
willing to bear any burden 
is cause of great joy for all. 
 
When we decorate our tree 
with this cane we always 
remember the cause of 
celebration at this time is 
made possible by the birth, 
life, death and resurrection 
of Christ. 
 
May it be a comfort and 
joy to you as well. 
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